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Karen Tei Yamashita and Ronaldo Lopes de Oliveira 

Manifesto Anthrobscene 

 

Of learning to love our country, wherein we differ even from . . . the inhabitants of Topinamboo. 

Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal, 1729 

 

Tupi or not Tupi, that is the question.  

Oswald de Andrade, Manifesto Antropofag͕ico, 1928 

 

It is befitting to commemorate the 446th year since the CaeteӢ ate Bishop Pedro Fernandes 

Sardinha and some thirty of his companions. What a feast!  

Clink glasses and make a hearty toast with vintage Bishop Sardinha: Saud͕e!  

When Pedro AӢlvares Cabral discovered Brazil for the Portuguese on April 22, 1500, there were 

11 million Indians in 2,000 tribes. In the next 100 years, 90% of these people were wiped out.  

For those who prefer the cocktail: the muddled balls of Cabral in lime and minty sugar doused in cachacaχ. Tim-

Tim.  

In 1542 in search of El Dorado, Francisco de Orellana discovered the Amazon River, traversing 

it from Iquitos on the Napo River to its great mouth on the Atlantic.  

For appetizers, commence with Francisco de Orellanaõs right ear, wrapped in gold leaf and pickled with hints of 

guarana,͕ cinnamon, clove, and cafe.͕  

In 1550, Hans Staden was taken prisoner by Jeppio Wasu and Alkindar Miri of the TupinambaӢ, 

brought to the coastal village of Ubatuba, and ritually prepared to be eaten.  

Additionally, a French pate ͕ofHans Stadenõs big left toe and liver on a thinly crafted tapioca crepe.  

In 1799, Alexander von Humboldt encountered on the Orinoco River two Amazon parrots who 

continued to speak the dead language of the extinct Maipure people.  

The first course might be a cabbage and manioc stew of the butt of Alexander von Humboldt.  
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From 1848, over a period of eleven years, Henry Walter Bates explored the Amazon from the 

Tocatins River to TefeӢ on the upper Amazon, collecting 14,714 mostly insect species ð scarabs 

and butterflies, 8,000 said to be previously unknown.  

An interlude, to cleanse the palate: a sorbet of the lymph nodes of Henry Walter Bates, laden with edible orchids.  

In 1911, Theodor Koch-Grunberg traveled from Manaus, up the Rio Branco to Mount Roraima, 

documenting the legends of the Pemon people.  

In 1928, Mario de Andrade published Macunaim͕a, based on stories lifted from Theodor Koch- 

Grunbergõs ethnographic narratives.  

Second course: a spicy coconut and palm oil muqueca of the tender breast of Theodor Koch-Grunberg.  

Percy Harrison Fawcett, traveling from CuiabaӢ and crossing the upper Xingu disappeared in 1925 

on an expedition set out to discover the Lost City of Z.  

In 1952, the Kalapolo tribe returned what were believed to be Fawcettõs bones to Orlando Villas 

Bo⅞as who brought them home in a box to SaӉo Paulo.  

Accompany the muqueca with fluffy rice seasoned with peppery parts of Percy Harrison Fawcett. 

1966, Claude Levi-Strauss published Tristes Tropiques, an ethnographic analysis of the Amazonian 

people.  

For dessert: a banana crem͔e brudle͕e of Claude Lev͕i-Straussõs spit.  

The Amazon is not a multinational cyber e-commerce marketplace. 

The Amazon is not in the Cloud. 

To finish, an aperitif of the distilled brains of Jeff Bezos accentuated with coconut beijinhos.  

The Amazon produces 20% of Earthõs oxygen. 

The Amazon occupies 40% of the South American continent. 

To paradise, where saudade is eternal.  
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3.2 million square miles large, the biogeographic Amazon can just about tuck itself into the space 

of 3.7 million square land miles that contain the USA. Or, it is the size of Texas times 12.  

The Amazon River, eleven-times more voluminous than the great Mississippi, can be 300 miles 

wide and discharges an average of 175,000 cubic feet per second of water into the Atlantic. The 

silt deposit at its mouth is an island the size of Switzerland, named MarajoӢ.  

The Amazon produces half of its own rainfall, sharing this precipitation across South America as 

far south as Argentina.  

How tasty tasty was my eco-tourist.  

On August 19, 2019, the skies over the city of SaӉo Paulo, a distant 2,000 miles from the Amazon, 

turned black. In one week preceding this date, satellites located 168,377 fires burning across 

Brazil.  

In 2019, 310,000 acres of the Amazon (172,000 soccer fields) were cleared, then burned in 

August, deforestation for agricultural conversion.  

One in ten species on Earth live in the Amazon, home to the largest collection of plant and 

animal life.  

Have you eaten your vegetable elite today?  

The husbandry of the richly diverse plant and animal ecosystem, terrestrial and aquatic, in the 

Amazon has been maintained by indigenous people for over 30,000 years.  

The Amazonõs matrimony and sustainability is in the care of tribal people.  

Ai͕ que preguicaχ!  

Today, 300 to 400 indigenous tribes live in the Amazon, 50 of whom do not have contact with 

the outside world.  

In the Brazilian Amazon, where some 305 tribes live, their population numbers 900,000, a scant 

0.4% of the Brazilian population.  

The largest tribe is the Guarani, numbering 51,000, with very little land left to them. Within the 

Amazon, 19,000 Yanomami occupy over 23 million acres.  
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The Tikuna number 40,000, and the smallest tribe is just one man. Over the last century, it is 

estimated that every year one tribe has become extinct.  

Every fifty years, the doctor recommends a settler colonoscopy.  

From 1501 and for the next 400 years, an estimated 5.5 million enslaved Africans were 

transported into Brazil.  

By the end of the 16th century, fugitives from slavery established mocambo or quilombo 

communities, many hidden in the Amazon.  

The largest quilombo, Palmares, numbered 20,000 people before it was invaded in 1694 and its 

leader, Zumbi dos Palmares, killed on November 20.  

French revolution tomorrow. Human rights of happiness the day before yesterday.  

Brazil was the last country in the Americas to abolish slavery in 1888.  

Eat, drink, and be carnaval, for tomorrow?  

Since 1988, 3,000 contemporary quilombos have been officially recognized, although half without 

land titles and spread over 50 million acres, mostly located in the Amazon.  

One acre of livestock or soy is worth from $10 to $100, compared to one acre of sustainably 

managed forest at $340.  

Recycling what goes in, must come out.  

Life in the Amazon exists in the trees in five stories: floor, shrub, understory, canopy, overstory, 

each layer its unique plant and animal ecosystem.  

The Amazon, located just below the Equator, has two seasons, wet and dry, following the Earthõs 

tilting north or south toward the sun. The wet season is from December to May; the dry is from 

June to November.  

In the wet season, 6 to 12 feet of rain will fall, and the Amazon river may rise 40 feet. In this 

season, forest life moves upward to the canopy.  

There is no sin below the Equator.  
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Technology must be employed to protect and preserve the unique Amazonian environment, to 

continue the study of its complex ecological systems, and to discover the rich and yet unknown 

resources for biomedical use.  

You eat, therefore you are.  

To preserve the Amazon, its vast ecosystem and its inhabitants, the Earthõs largest gaming 

reserve will be established.  

Deforestation for cattle, sugar, and soy production will be permitted only outside the perimeters 

of the Amazon. While this may produce a scarcity of beef, ethanol, and tofu, these commodities 

will rise lucratively in price.  

The production and export of beef, sugar, and soy has never filled the stomachs of Brazilians 

themselves.  

Dieting for a small planet.  

Timber, oil and mineral extraction will cease within the boundaries of the Amazon. In exchange, 

Brazil will garner IMF bartering credits, calculated to match losses amounting to trillions of 

dollars.  

The rest of the planet will pay Brazil for the precious oxygen expelled by the capacious lungs of 

the Amazon.  

Breathe in. Breathe out. Unite the mind with air.  

A no-fly zone must be adopted to preserve the purity of the area and to prohibit all outside 

contact.  

Remote-sensing, utilizing satellite or aircraft sensor technologies, can be employed to collect data 

and surveillance and to secure the border and electronic fencing of the area.  

As the single major preserve of the nation, the security of this biomic treasure will be of strategic 

military concern, necessitating the strict coordination and enforcement of the army, navy, and air 

force.  

Capitalizing on the eternal prosperity of humanity.  
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A return to free nomadic living over a great expanse of preserved land area will promote exercise 

and greater health.  

Higher worth will be given to pure indigenous non-contact peoples. For example, quilombolas 

will be considered of secondary value considering their historic genealogy.  

Toward the preservation of African cultures and enslaved histories.  

The primary concern will be to produce a highly organic and pure native food source.  

DNA testing can substantiate the purity of the species.  

Sex or food? Food or sex? You choose.  

Careful calibration of age, sex, weight, and body mass will involve a qualified team of doctors and 

researchers.  

Optimal preservation of healthy bodies within a natural and original environment will create the 

most excellent model of healthcare on Earth.  

Toward the preservation of indigenous cultures.  

To preserve the appropriate balance and population of the tribes, artificial insemination may be 

employed.  

Embedded chip technology may not disturb or interfere with body art such as tattoos or piercing 

practices.  

The license to game will be determined by high-stakes lottery; to enter the lottery, participants 

must pay a significant price.  

A commission of researchers will convene yearly to decide on the appropriate hunting season, 

number and selection of Amazonians for eating.  

Strict regulations about how to hunt and kill will be enforced. For example, no fire arms will be 

allowed. Only primitive methods: archery, spears, darts, knives. Any traps must be pre-approved.  

Save Indians by making them Indians again.  
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The kill must be clean so as to preserve the integrity of the meat. Overhead drone and satellite 

filming will meticulously record the hunt.  

Michelin-star chefs will compete to craft the most sophisticated recipes. However, only 10% of 

these recipes may be based on foreign influences, defining a cuisine original to the Amazon, 

initiating a study of Amazonian food sources.  

Careful consideration of the use and value of all body parts ð hair, bones, blood, teeth, etc., will 

be assessed to insure 100% consumption, zero waste.  

Eat everything before you die.  

A place at the table will be reserved only for high dignitaries. If 100 dignitaries are selected, they 

must be carefully culled to ten.  

The rich matrimony of Amazonian plant life (fruits, roots, fungi, bulbs, palm, flowers, etc.) and 

animal life (fish, birds, reptiles, monkeys, tapirs, etc.), plus hallucinogenic and medicinal 

concoctions should afford new avenues of culinary pleasure.  

Save the Amazon. Eat the noble savage.  

Washington Chateaubriand silva (W.C.s)  

in the 466th year  

of the Eating of Bishop Sardinha  
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Disclaimer 

A parrot told me the following fabula. This parrot claimed to be the descendant of two 

Amazon parrots, discovered by Alexander von Humboldt in 1799, who continued to speak the 

dead language of the extinct Maipure people. I calculate my parrot informant to be of the fifth 

generation of this illustrious couple. Of the pair, one parrot was left behind in Brazil; a single 

parrot, she continued to nurture her young brood on the abundance of the forest: cacao, 

macauӢba, ac┌ai, sapoti, Brazil nuts, etc. Meanwhile, her partner was sent away to Prussia to be 

studied. Von Humboldt, a naturalist, must have known that parrots are monogamous, tied to 

each other for life; but no, it was determined that the talkative one, which turned out to be the 

male, should be studied. The blabbermouth was sent away, a dead language captured in his 

feathered body.  

However, in fact, the parrot couple were having a conversation, one completing the 

thoughts of the other. I later discovered that the silent response of the female was quite simply 

ironic, as if she were rolling her eyes to demonstrate her disgust or incredulity. In the meantime, 

her male companion pratered on self-importantly; after all, he would be the one chosen for a 

future in Europe. To know the entire story requires both sides, two memories fused into one. 

Admittedly, despite faithful transmission over five parrot generations, I have worked with this 

disadvantage, but after years of careful and intimate study, I have been able to interpret one-half 

of an extinct language, and therefore, one-half of the story. What happened to the other 

European half, I can only speculate, but I am told that the deciphering of the captured male 

parrotõs babble was undoubtedly the foundation for the structural linguistic theories of Ferdinand 

de Saussure. One imagines that the solitary male parrot died piteously in some dank asylum in 

Ko↓nigsberg, squawking unintelligible histrionics; however, his stuffed body, gloriously red-

crowned noggin and emerald feathers, is today displayed regally in the Museum für Naturkunde 

in Berlin.  

Admittedly, my original plans were to rediscover on the Brazilian coast the location of 

Uwattibi where Hans Staden was captive to the cannibal Toppinikin in 1550. One hundred and 

sixty years later, in 1710, Lemuel Gulliver, in the same vicinity would encounter the repulsive 

Yahoo and the virtuous Houyhnhnm. When I arrived, Uwattibi had been transformed into a 

tropical hotel resort -- turquoise waves, spume-tipped, tickling pristine and bleached sands; 

bikinied and speedoed bronze bodies rising from tepid waters in slow liquid motion; palm trees 

with coconuts filled with cachac┌a, bending as if in offering. True, the Yahoo population 
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continues in various stages of latent evolution and dissipation, but the Houyhnhnm, like the 

Maipure, are most likely also extinct.  

Unable to pay the exorbitant resort prices, not having anticipated a package deal, I 

ventured on foot up to an altitude of 1,500 meters above sea level into the Mata Atla⅞ntica where I 

fortuitously met the parrot. Living in a thatched mud hut tucked within a hidden valley of 

flowering ipe at the effluence of seven natural springs and protected by raucous hives of African 

bees, I communed with the parrot for the next decade. Indulging on the providence of the forest 

-- mango, banana, guava, caju, amidst the wafting stink of rotting fruit, the result of our exchange 

follows. As I eventually discerned from careful listening, the parrot was performing in dialogue 

her half of the story. What I have recuperated here is of course speculative, however confirmed 

by the parrot herself; that is to say, she would only continue her dialogue with me if my responses 

were, in her keen discernment, passable. I am entirely indebted to the parrotõs patient and 

repetitive instruction and fully acknowledge my own incompetence. I have endeavored to 

translate as fully as possible her story, and any errors are mine alone.  

Washington Chateaubriand silva 
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