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"Wy thee House of Colour in Sao Faulo®

Those amonyg you who were present at my conference of rester-
clay  will  eewswber that 1 descoribed two r@aﬁnng_thﬁf ledh me to
enaages wyselt in this project, Yesterday I spoke of the mmtiQ@
"roglour”  and  therefors my sxposition was mostly epistemcological
and esthetical, Today 1 would like to face the second chaileng&?
that is, 1o build a house in a new meaning of the wqﬁd in Q.Qity
walled Sao Faulo, S0 that today the colouring of my “sxposition
will e mors or lesss political,

Iowill start from the considerations  of m?-{ri@nd Jean
Diagne, but naturally my eeasoning, my  conpclupions will e
different, or slightly diffzrent from s, Y711 propose to ¥ou
thee following dafing hypothesis, angd L hops contested, in the
discussion to follow my words, A The hypothesis is this onel the
cultural crisis we are go0ing  throush  and  which aross  during
several of the expositions that preceded mine, this corisis is
vy pachiocal, Wee are at the end of a dewe lopment of fuman

mistory, uhich  began  during the late neolithical era, this is

.fuh@n culture gradually changed into odwilization, T A Liwewrs thiat

the ociuvllized spoch of ths Bistory of bumanity is coming Lo an

@i ang thatl we are penetrating a culturs with an sbhsolutely new



gtruoture, This decadence of ths civilization, this decadence of
the city and the state that results from the city and  abous  all
the  shapse  that the state has taken ouer, that 48 the national
boaurgeois state buillt ue din the 18th, century, this decadencs
will establish the olimate of my conference and § will fry to
justify wmy hypothesis,

P will, thereforse, begin with & fast overview of this majss-
tic historical sra which starts more or less J3%00 years BLC, or
an ousruiew of the last 5500 years,

I the  late Meolithic the oultivated Life occured dn
wvillages, By whal we know today these villages were mads up of a
strest with two or more housss on esach side and gach side of  the
street reprassnlted a totem, The order that ruled the willage was
matrilinsar, that is when a woman marecied the man mowed into the
woman’s house  and  the ruling of the children was taken ousre by
the woman's brother, by the uncle, I am talking of a «olay
situation, a situation of mud along the largse rivers such as the
Tigris, the Buphrates, the Mile, {the wouth of the Hanube or the
Hindus, I don’t know if the same thing happesned in China buot
probably ves, It was werified thalt at the end of the dMNeolithic
Lt bkecams neogssary to deliver the disteibution of the harovest to
ong man alons - the Big Man ~ whom we can call the  ohief, Thim
reason  for  this, lets  wcall it an embeionic government, was
twotold, The first reason was to avoid that a part of the wil-
lags lives in pousrty and anoter wealthilys to keep the sooial
balance of the village, and the second reason was the attempt to
Bralance  the years o of  poor  harwvests with the yzars of rich
;h&ruestﬁ. Around 3[00 B C, a fateful ewvent oococured, The ig wman
Cleft the village and climbed &8 hill of refuse closs Lo the
willage, This mound of refuss, as you know, in Mesopotamia is
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called "Telld, The reason for thie olimbk of the Big Man on the
tell was the followings first, as the Big Man had the storage
rooms it was necessary to protsct these from the §loads, Ths
seCond reason was that from the Rill the Rig Man had a wisw ouer
thw plains and could rule the works of canalization of the water
whiich began in that epoch, And the third reason is that  the
wolce of the Big Man carried further if he spoks from the top of
Pl Rill, This rise to the {transcendency of the Big Man, first
on top of the refuse mound, which spesdily turnsd into an artifi-
cial mound, that is a towser or pyramid, Bad an sffect on the Big
Man, He first turnesd inteo & prisst, then into king and finally
into Bod, find on the plainsg Ahe sffect wag the Ffoliowinag:l
geusral willages, independspt $i1l1 now, approached thse mound so
ag to Mawe an easier acocess to the stores and to be able to  hear
the woice of the king and thereby participate in the emission

af informations, With this smerged three spacest the sacrsd
space on the hill, on the Acropolis in which liwesd the God/king,
an  empty square Close to the hill and ssueral streets that ois-
gorged into the square, He can call the streets sconomic spaces,
the  square  that ewmerged  the political space and the hill the
sacred or theorstical space, This union of the Lthree spacess con-
atitutes the city, Frobably in all humanity that reachsd this
development in the late Meolithic it is <learly at the base of
our culture, Mow, ociwilized life, Life in the oity is articu-
lated by the rythu among these three aspaces, Foonomio Tdfw,
political life, ithworstical/sacred life and the oscillation among
the three spaces beats the rytim of civilized 1ife, Flato, in
:his republic, triss to establizlh & higrarchy of waluss among
Cthese thres types of spaces, The economic life which iz dedi-

cated to production and consumption and bas trereforse a circular



structurs (produce to consume and consume to produce), This cir-
cular  and  absurd life, FPlato called the idioctic lifg and con-
sidersad that it could only e justitfied to sustain the political
Life, We must imagine the political  lide in the following
mannery  the houss,  dnhabhdited by slaves, women and cohildren and
cdedicated to production and  consumpltion as well as a certain
production exoess Lo be consumsed by the owner of the house, Thie
ouner of  the house, therefors, nesd not sngage bhimse lf
econemically, He disposes of ledlsure, and this leilsure he spands
imposing ideas on objects and peopls., Folitical life is the ap-~-
plying of ideas on  the  apparent  world, These products  thes
political man, the owuner of the house, exhibits in front of the
door on ths pulxlic s$quare to sxchengse  them for  other products
For example, Mhe manufactures some clay potls, displayse them in
front of the door and the nelighbour displarvrs & palr of shoes  in
front of his door., 1In the pubklic sguare wander unoccupled peop le
and these people comparse the displared products to sstablish  a
valuge for each product, Thoey are capable of establishing the
value becaudse their sight is directed towards the hill, towards
the temele, whers the sternal ddeas that the political men apply
are kept, Thanks to this theoretical sight thess insouciant men
are  wcapable of comparding the manuvfactured pot with the idealized
pot on the Kill, the manufasctured shoss with the idealized shoss
on the hill and thanks to this comparison, eegulate the exchangs
af the products, Regulate is "kKybernan', or as we say presently.,
"gousrn', Flato called thess insouciant men "philosophoi” (lthoss
that love knowledse ) so that the city justifies iteelf thusi the
sweonomy  sustains the politics ~ this dis the justification of the
economy -, politics sustain philosophy and this is the justifica-

tion of the politics, ancd  the  kKings  of  the city  are ths




phillosaphers, This platonic model increased by  the model of
Jerusalem which is the wity of God, and I’'m not going to analyss
their differsnce nor the similarity betwsen the platonic wview andg
the one of Isalah, This icdea, passed through the soresn of the
roman repubrlic,  forms the occitdsntal oity and therefors the  oo-
cidental life up to the Renaissanoe, He who gowerns the ity is
the bishop who has access to the eternal ddeas be 4t by sxawminat-
ing  sacred books, b il directly through the dntudition of the
faith, He esmerges through the door of the cathedral; in front

at  the  cathedral therse 15 a3  square into which disgargs thes

stireets of the mediewval city, From wach stresel the products ars
carried forth to be displayed on the public square, Beyvond this

the oity, surrounded by walls opens its gates swery morning  of
the week, sxoept on Sunday  and lets  in the produots of thes
fiwldey the products of wilainy, of paganism, These products are
gxhibited on  the olher side of the square and thes bishop, this
ouwner, king and philosophsr of the ity <rosses the square  and
sstablishes the price of gach prodect- pretiom justum, It i im-

possible to doubt this eart oritic, this oritic who imposes  the

wvalue of wach prodect boecause  Be detains the auttiority. H s
receivss bils dinformation from the avthor, from ths wor ld, He i1s

che legated hby God, +to  speak jewichly or by the "Demiourgos®™ to
speak platonically, He is authorized to sstablish values, This
i walid for all and ig the basis of catholicism and it is impos-
sible to doubt this becauss bhe who wants to  ourk the bishop’s
criteria provokes the possibility of a civil war; Eomtween the
strests of the city and the oity and the countery., In my oppinion
I hawe  desoribed  to you the structure of the western ocilvilized
‘ﬁoai@ty“ It suffered, at the beginning of the Renalssance and of

Humanism, at the beginning of the L4th, century, a prevolution in




two or theee cistinot places such  as  the north of Italy, in
Flandres and possibly in soms of the Hansa cities, By uirtus of
this apolitical revolution, the bourgsois, the craftsman, the
artist assumed the power and depossed the bishop., That most im-
portant impact, in my wview, of this bourgeois revolution is the
dislocation of the theory. Up 4111 now the theory wag the wiew
of the philosopher towards the s=ternal i1deas and this wision, of
the theory, to be uveed afterwards as o coriteria to judsge the ago-
tiwity of the apcoliticel city, From +then on  the theory was
placed at the services of politice, Theory was no longer the
contesmplation of ideas but becams invention of new ideas to ssrue
the manufacture of new products, Une no longer believed that an
etarnal idea of the shos exists - a "shoensss” in hesawen - buat
one  beliswved that one could make, inwvent continucously new ideas,
naw mode ls of shoss and that these models could ke ussd in ths
"praxis’, That the theoretician, therefore, was a servant an
emp loyes of the politicael man, the bourgsols, Thiat odisplacement
of the theory had, as a result, that theory wes submitted to
obseruvation, The theoretical man no longer looked at the heawvsn
but  had to look at  what was thappening in the shosmaker 'z
laboratory., S0 that at ong side smerged a dialectic of obserwva-
tion and on the other side, once the model was figuersd out, { e
theorstician bad to obserws what  type of  model was going Lo
surface, Then  emerged the second dialectic betusen theory and
R R L e, Given these two dialectics the theory became  the
fundament of what we call modern science and then the tecnology
then the dncdustrial revolution which is responsible for the form
of lite which we, for the time being, are $till liwing in the un-
.dwﬁd@uelmp@d countriss and also in a great part of the deuvsloped

countries, Howswer much one speaks of post-industerial, Py e



much one gspeaks of post-modernity a great part of ocur Life con-
tinues to ke ruled by this way of life, I we have gathersd heres
ilt’s becauss we are fed up with this way of 1life, The orisis of
the  industrial world, the ocrisis of the national stats that
resylted from it, HBecause the national states ie an ideology din-
vented by  the middle class  in funoction of  the  industrial
production, in function of the market division and which makes us
b liewe  that the nation is a political, sconomical and cultural
entity, Which is obwiously unirus as we can wverify in Burope, in
the let, and &nd, world in general, This structure is cobhuiously
in orisis,

But the State, who is decomposing together with  the olty

does not decompose itself according to thse forecast of Marx, The
State decomposss in tue dirsctions, O the ons band it abandons

mare  and  more  dts sowsrsignity to supra-statal organizations,
suckh as the Buropesan Common HMarket, the Sowiselt Uniton and on  the
ghbher  mand  aemerge true culturasl units that had bsen suffocated,
the national wmiddle class state, Cultural entities that form an
authentic  intersubijective relation such as Unification of the
Rasguss, thse Catalans, the Alsacians, the Bretons, The fabeic of
the national state is decomposing iteeldlf downwards creating more
Faman units, with a mors dialogical size on the one hand  and
crsating colossal supsrstrustures such as the EOH,  and things
like the Pan-arabdsm, Fan—islamism, etc,

This is the diagnosis of the situation, And now I would
like to snter a little into dits analysis, HWhy 1s the ity dscown-
posing itself7 ODon 't we neaed the city any longer? Why 1w the
:city nat  only unnecessary but e an obstacle to cultured life?
Vo analyse the crumbling  of the ocity, which s cue to the com-

municological revolution we are going theowab, I am going to
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give you a fundamental, occidental byt perbaps human description
of what is meant by "house',

Mow "house” 48 a3 space surrounded by four walls that
geparates privats life from public lifs, At the  same  time it

protects the citizen from politics and protects politics from the

inwvasiaon of the citizen, These 4 walls hawe two types of holes:
doors  and  windowus, Through the door it is possible exit The

privats and enter ths public., Yo conduer ithe world and return
from the world into the house with the oblained conquests, B -
cording to Hegel s analysis of the conscience angd intensified by
Sartre in his "Dialectique de la Conscience"™, the door is the
true structurs of the unhappy conscience -~ which 1s  ths  con-
codence  in short —  and  which can be eresumed din the following
phragse: when I g0 out into the world I loose myeself and when I
return from the world to find myself I lLlose the world, This

clialectin of the consience is what, at least, the western man

CATTLEE I don’t want to project this onto othwer cultures ot X
doulst it to be wery Jdiffersent din othsr  cultures, Thers Qs

another type of hole in ths wall called window and this hole has
for a proposal, to permit the theorelical wision of the world
without sxposing oneself 1o the involwsment with the world,
Sartre shows that the window is  an  instrumsnt of the bDastard
Y galop)" bhecause I can see  what dis  haprening in the worldd
without getting wet should i1t rain., Trosas two typess of  holes,
inssrted into the four walls, charecterize ciwvilized Llife, Ciui-
Lized man iz a subject that takes refuge from politics in privacy
and  engages himeslf with the public leswving privacy with thes din-
formation he elaborated, a1l our admiration of the geniuses of
‘humanity, which i typically middle class, this benjaminilan aura

througl which we idolatrate authaors, is cdue to the fact that  we



think +that +to coreate is somsething that one doss in a cornse of

the Prouse, After hlawing inventsd an  information one  esmerges
through the door and displays {the didea on the public square, W iz

hauve lost the platonic shame that sars that all applied idea is a
biztrayed  idea, This, atter the platonic rzuoclution was
forgotten,

Mow, this erythm of the conscience has becoms entirely impos-
gilsie  for  the last 20 or 30 years, In the first place because

for me Yo inform myseld about the world, for me to caoanquer  the

world I must not Iwaus ths house, Contrarily I must stay at
B | Hecause Lthe informations reach me in the house, Whier I
Ieagus  the house 1 lose the information, The president of the

raepubrlic, apparently a public man, enters my kitohen through
telsvision without being dnvited and if I want to hear what he
tras to say I hawe to stay in the kitochen, The moment I g0 out to
the  public square, 1 lose what this pubrlic wan has to Ltell me,
This is the tirst  thing, This already producses a  profound
mistrust, contempt for the public thing,

The second reason is that the public square, that was desmsd
smpty as a meeting place of private citizens exposing  dddeas  and

exchanging  them ficlogically to gowvern  the City, no longsre

existe, It is couvsred by wvisible and invisible cabiles  which
zarry  informations from priwvate places to private places, S0

that, there heing no distinction betwsen the privats sgquars  and
pubrliic  sqguare any longer, therse no longer sxisting the distinge-
tion betwsesn economy and politics, thers is no longsr any  senss
in spwaking of the house in the manner ¥ descoribed it

The house, and  yesterday 1 had the gessl surpriss 1o ses
'3this confirmed by  Jean  Mouwel,  the new architects  are  sesing

the house ths same way 1 see it, from & -communicological point of
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view, Four walls amnd a roof have no sense any Longers — no exist-
entialist sense, Therefore, the Houss of Colour - Casa da Cor -

which we are proposing to buedld MUST MOT hawe four walls, must

not  have a roof as I ses it, Mow, HOW do 1 imagine the new
Mouse? T beeldlicsos this to be in agreemsnt with the analyses  of,
for example a Virillio, a Habermas or of an Eco, In suma, of

all those who think of this post-industrial, post-modern  idea,

withan  which with many reseroves  and criticismse I also placs
my e Lt I prefer to call this position poast-historical, T owill

naw analyss why such a house has to be built in Sao Faulo and not
in more accessible places for  the majority interested din the
prob lem, The reason is  the following: colonial citiess in
general and particularly Sao Faulo are truncated oities bDecause
they  did not  emergs organically from the Meolithico as the his-—
torical cities hawve done, They ars not an authentic smergsncs of

the three spacee I spokse of I would like to distinguish beslwedsn

thires types of colonial omilims, I will disconsider the colonial
cities of Antiauity. T will not compare Marseills, for example,

with a gresk city that  submerged or Cologne wiith  Fome that
subimer ged | I will restrict myesseldf to cities founded as of Lthe
discowveries of the navigators,

The navigators that set out from cities in orisis, bhecauss [
mentioned that the FRenaissanoe city dis a city where the middle
class is revolutionizing its stroecturse,  they set out  from  mar-
ginal places, The  First discowverdies are madse at the =dge of
Western society, and abowe all, leave from the Theric peninsula,
Marginality s=xplains a Lot In ths first place it is a mar-—
ginality because these countries don’t participe of the Meditsr-

':ran@an tbut face a sea with open horizons who inwvites Lo launch

ongsslf in its waters, In the second place they are marginals
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becauvse  they have just emerged from the fight against the Moors,
that haue another project of ciwvilization, And  in  the  third
place they are marginale bhecause they are threatened by a powsr
trying to re-install the medisval order, by the Inquisition,
These refuges adventurers adeance ouver the waves (this duplicity
ig wery important to kesp in mind, ' ododing a genealoay of the
ity of  Bao Faulo from my point of wisw) propelled partially by
the deathly fear of being caught by the Inquisition and partially
bezauge  they are inspired by the spirit of aduenture which the
middle class openwd up in the rest of Europs, AaAnd they can reach
thrss types of coast. In one coast they kit upon anothsr type of
city., Ae this encounter is part of dmperisalism it dows not  in-
terest us hers, The second possibility is that they reach around
which sustaing a cullure that has not yet reasched the stage of
civilizaltion, For example, the case of Brazil., 1 will also ig-
nors the third alternative which ie to get lost, because wse must
imagine that mwany people lost their lives in these enterprises,
Mow, what happens when thess marginal citizens, half refugess,
half wanguard of westsrn oulture, disembark into neolithical
situations that already possess culturs but not ciwvilization?
Dbviously ther try to reconstitute the oity they abandonsd, S0
the founding project of this type of colonial city such  as  Sao
Faulo or Assuncion or Bogota, or swen Busnos Adres;  this type of
city 4% an attempt to reconstitute in a morse ample scale  and
maybe a little wors open the abandoned city in Burope, And maybe

sxempt of the tragedy Lhat the oity suffers in  the Renaissandcs,

although not =ntirely. Compare this tves of project with the
Twtoh or English nevigations 180 or 130 rears later, In this

“time the middle class revolution already bore ites first frult,

The first adusntures of scisntific discoveries wers emerging, a

11




religious and philosophic revolution had taken place, The arts
went through various changes, And this transtformation of  the
ity made part of the ity contest the new situation, Thess

contesters (an exampls is the Mayf lower ), these navigators are no

longer refugess or aduenturers like the ones  of  thes first

discoueriss, They are, on the contrary, politically sn9ag9ed,
trying to build an alternative of the abandoned ocity, I sugasst

this to you as an  explanation betwsen Laltin AéAmerica  and  the
fnglo-Saxon Americe, Latin Americe is an attempt to reconstitute
a situation, The word Renaissancs is perfect  here, To hawe
Eurcope “reborn” elesswhers, whilst Mew England and the south of
Canada are attempts to reform Cand the word "Reformation' is wvery
wall applied in this case) the weetern culture, It is clsar that
toth projects fail Like all human project has to fail. In  the
attempt to reform the city din Morth  Amsridca thers ars many
mimetic e laments, Mew York has many aspwsots of York although it

is  an  attsmpt to maks an anti-York, to  speak greskly, an

"éntipolis", Maturally Sao Faulo that tries to imitate a por-
tuguese ity as many postic elements, Wee should not Contrast

fhee twe projects too strongly, because all human projects are im—
paordost but fundamentally, I beliews, 1f we want to explain the
relative sucocess of the Analo-Saxon America if compared to  Latin

Amsrioa we must Look for the root, not in climatic, sthnological

or soonomical  slements, but  in this elesment of  fundamental
projects, What, thersfore, charactsrizes this city created by

the middle class, sheltersed in S5ao Faulo, althoush centered on 3
desuit  college, who  arse after all foroibkly baptised jews, al-

_though this is the centre of the city thie is not the soul of the

ity As a friend of mine writes To me, e city cannot haws a
goul ar a theoretical centre, Bevcausse the proposition of the

1e
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city dis economical, The proposition of the city is to produce
for consumption and consume for production, It is encusgh for you
to look at this colossus that Sae Paulo is today., I+ you compare
the structure I proposed to you, you will see in what measure the
@eonomile space characterizes the ity of Sao Paulo., Mow the ity
is dispoliticized, I will soon spsak about the extrsmely Curious
situation in which the theory is located in Sao Faulo, Ferhaps
don’t need to accentuate the lack of political space in Bao
Faulo, AL you need is to compare a streeset in Sao Faulo with a
gtract in BEuropse or swen in Africa or Asia, whers sverybody sleps
on the grass, whers sverybody throws waste paper about, the total
contempt for public things, that characterizes ths  "paulista”
witizen, Mew, 1 will not make a platonic criticism of this b
causs 1t would be inadequate,

I will say a feow words abwut the theorsticsl space in  Sao

Faula, Hao Paulo has produced, o atiracted a series of intel-
l1sctuals of the first order, It is important to note that when

one speaks of underdevelopment one doss not hbave ths elite olass
in mindgd, The "paulistan®” =lite,  like the elite of the coloniasl
cities all ouver the world is on the same level of the rest of the
woarbd's wlite,  For the simple reason that it is in dialogue with
the rest of the worid, What alwarys horrors me is whsn a
"paulistan" intellesctual assuwes the position of  spokesman  fore
the underdeuvelopment when in reality he participates in body and
soul, with what 18 the most developsd in western culiure, I fwel
a profound lack of sincerity in thess statementes, Mow, this
Pighly developed intelliect that dinkabite this <ity without a
pulrlic square, entirely cledicated to the sconomy has an exliyomely
Zcurious structurs,  Bach intellectual dis, as I said, 4in constant

dialogue with hie squals in Lurops, thee United States, Japan or
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the Sowvist Union, These are his trus partners, But he is iso-
lated fraom his nedighbour, There is a tyepe of archipelago of
secivdad  d1slands subdterraneanly connected with the westsrn,  and
perhaps uniwversal reflection and without communicaltion among
Lhsmse lues, I said at the beginning that T beliewve the oity Lo
Mawe ended, Tt mo longer has an existential function, ¥ don‘t
nead to go to town to do my shopping, I digit on my'"Minitel"and
the merchandisge is delivered at my house, I don it have to 90 to
town to wote, I simply digit soms kers and my owots Lo countsd in
a computer, I don’t hawe to send my ohildren to school as, soon,
thesre will e a programmed teaching reaching my houss, TF T want
a really productise dialogus with my nediabtbour, T will taks bold
of an ambdwalent FC, It dis much wasier for me to play chess in
Australia than with my neighbour Decause I ocan congentratse myse lF
muckh better in front of the PC.  In short, the ity i losing its
function, Sao FPaulo, whilst a truncated city, suddenly presents
an enormous adwvantags, It can jump one step, It need not pass
throusgh  this alisnating  intumanity that  the bourgeois Ccily
produced Tt nesd not pass  through that  stage  which Rousssau
said, that & oity with more than 20,000 inhabditants is inhuman,
Because it is so inbwuman, so unlivable that it dossnt 9o theough
this stage of unliwvabhility which cities like Faris or Rome or
Londaon had to pass., This city can be a sprinaboard for & new
post  oiwilized society., Aosooiety which, if o rou want to aiue
this berast a name, I would wall a communicological society, A
it ds  in this  oity that descends fFrom the sky, Ltk from the
CMpppos uranicos”, the project of the Casa da Cor,

T will now mention Mow I imagine “"houss” in the prodect  of
the Casa da Cor. A houge po longer being space. A houses that no

jongar is ltopologicaelly olefined, o Decom:  instrumesnt  to be
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defined functionally or, as ongs says presently, scologically .,  We
must stop thinking topologically., A house in the sense of a3
knot, In the intersulriective texture, An immaterial houss that
collects informations related to colours from all horizons.,
Therefore assuming the national decadence, the decadence of the
state as a fact and accept the emergence of what Mo'Luban called
with a word,to me somswhat unhappy, "the cosmic villags™, that
gathers these informations, that memorizes thew, that makes uses
of  dnstrumsnts 1o memorize these dnformations in ssueral codes,
In word code, image code, sound cods and later on in ths wvery
molour cods, That once these informations mauve besn storsd, 1t
processess them, That it builds laboratories, schools, centres of
ret lection, That it seis up mestings like this one, That 1t
a=tse up exhibitions, In short, that it processes these informa-
tions which can result in new informations, That it publistws
immediately thess informations either materially or immaterially.
That its, on papsr support, wideotaps, Film or disketis, Trat
this propagation ke made Lo provoks a spontansous feedback of the
whole wor bd, That this feedback be oncse  again  gathered,
memorized and processed, In suma, I owant to ses the  thing
ecologically ., That tihwrs smerges, floating waguely abouse this
monster that ie Bao Paulo a type of wvacuum that suckse informa-
tions to transtform itseld dinto ons of the smerging oivilizational
centres, It 4 obwvigus that 1 hawe just described an uvtopia,

Buat 1if it weren’t utopic why engage onesslf? I+ our
proposal were to build another Little mussum,.. and musegns odecd
ten or fiftesen years aao whem multiples substituted originals and
Sdhwreby hawse no senss any longer, The only possible museum form
‘im the imaginary mussum such as the Powmpidou, I it wers a type

of mussumn, a typs of centre one travels to, that should hawse four
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walls, to be located in any old strest, this is not worth while,
Simply to continue thise brutality that surrounds us here,

But if, on the contrary, simply bDecause it resides fundamsn-
tally in people, it were possible to gather a8 group of peopls
sufficiently moltiwvated to wvisualize such a new form of houss,
which I hawe Jjust described somewbat pittilessly, then I belisue
W are  sngaged in oan adventures which I think is worthwhile, )
thank the organizers of this Cyole of febhatwes ta, in the first
place, inwite me to bk able to expose my wision of these things

and secondly to conoeds me the concliuding words, Thank you',

GUESTION: "You said one no longer will nesd to take the childeen
1o school bwcavse one will have an educational centrs at boms, I
will no longer have o 9o to wole because 1711 hawve & woting
centre at  home, You said yesterday that we miaght hawse com-
puterized alassss to ses colours, But then one no longesr nesds to

s colours, one will hawve a computer that sess them',

y.F.: "The computer dossn’t  see, It is an instrument for

GUESTION: Y. e B0, it it is an instrument for seeina, it i1s  an

instrument for teaching, S0 I no Longer  neesd to teach my
chd ldren becauss the computer will, f noe longer need to see

colours because the compulter wilil™, ..

MoFon "fon 't reason on 8 or 80 (krazilian exprassion msaning
wrcbrsmes ), Education consists of warious phases, One ds  the

digtribution of the information, the other is the storagse of this
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information, Thie third i the capscity of manipulating  this.,
The compulter will do the first two tasks, It will supply you
with informations and will storse these, this liberaltes you of
the necessity to kKeep these in yvour memory, This series of rels-
tions that you must keep in the Ccomputer because the capacity of
your brain  is  dnsufficient for the mass of information at ones
disposal, It fress you to manipulate these informations, For
this, ons will developr a whols seriss of disciplines, which are
already being developed, For srampled instead of the oy hawving
to lwarn the multiplicetion table he will lsarn the theory of the
conjuncts, Mow, this dis a perfectly mechanizable task and thers-
fore perfectly executable by the computer, Bul there i1 anotbwer
side to sducation which is to process infomation, it L e lieus
this to tee & Buman taesk, But I would like to give you a uarniﬁg“
fon 1t despise the computer or any othsr machine, It is human be-
catss it contains in itself intelligence of your partners, It
was not orsated by fod, It was created by human intelligencs.
I+ you analyse a cComputer you will find kebhind it another man,
It is simply that the computer 415  an  in-between teachsr  and
pupil, But  the teacher is there, PBbe is the one that programmed
the computer,

What I was interested in, was not to stress the role of the
computer, but to stress the fact that I no longeser need phrsical
presence to recelve informations, That I can hawe it through
telepressnoe, Mow  the probdem of tslepresence is extrsmely
complex, 1 don’t wanlt to approach it, Mo doubt telspressnce is,
in cerfain cases much weaker than the physical pressence, In other
Senses much more wviolent, The eiperiences it prouvokss can b
much  bigesr  than  the physical presence, but some aspscts  ars

woicdently missing, But that was not ths thewe, The  themse X
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wanted to deal with was not telematization, Tre problsm I wanted
to handlie was the supsration of the oity and the nation,,.and the

gtate in a sense not foreseen by Marx, The simple usslessness of

the eity and the state, It is no longer useful for us to have a
gowvernment, a parliament, A1l this has no use at all anymore,

ALl this wcan b donse  much better with e metod of
communication, This was the thems, Your thems is an allied but

glightly different thems™,

QUESTION: "1 would like to know if this is not the most modsren
form of making art",

V.F.2 "One of my thesises dis that the differences betwesn art and
gciency is disappearing, Sodience  is realizing its  esthetic
dimension morse  and more and art 1s reaslizing more and mors thatl
it is a Ffountain of kpnowledgs, 8o thet I foresse, in a not wery
far future, the impossibility to distinguish betwsen art and
science, I giuve you an obuious sxamplel & synthetic image, mads

by a computer which simulates, let's gsay, nuclsar processes, 18

an artwork., It is undesoribably beautifal, It shows the beauty
of purse reasoning,  howswver i1 ods made by scientists, I usually
make the following wordplay: the artists say that the heart has
its reasons that reason lgnores. Tt now becomes necessary to add

that resson bas a heart that the heart dgnores'’

QUESBTION:  "Will the violence of Hao Faulo’s urbans organization
produce  the smergence of a new society or will we walk towards a
state of destruction of individuality as a strangihsening of the
“pam@r of  the state? ard what will have to be the attituds of

wach one of us in face of this situation?”
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V.. T wan’t answer you becauss I odon’t have receplies, But [
wou ld 1iks to say that in my view your problem is put in terms of
the old theories, The modern political problematic oscilateds be-
tween two poles! on one side you hawe society and on the other
Sigle you have man, The so called right says one has to humanize
society and the pogition of the so called left dis that ons has to
soCialize man, Mow this position is false bBecauss therse ds no

socisety without man neither man without socisty. Society sz well

as man as an indiwvidual are pure abestractions, Concrete is  the
intersulrjective relationshie, I¥ vou want to modify the social
s#ituation you have to act on the social tissus, And this

pragsent ly, because we are crawling towards this direction, has
only two methods: on ons side technoorecy which programs the so-
cial tissuse  and considers dtself non-political and on the other
gice terrorism which triss to disprogram the social tissuse, This

challenge of our situation is to figure out methods which awoid

these two sxtremss, b ods necessary to oscilate dialectically
birtween technocracy and terrocrism, This is an ecological inter-

pretation of the problem becauss what the ecological vision of
the world teaches ws s the followings: that thers are systems
that intsrposs themselwes, that oross ong another, that form gray
zones and  Af you disturk the balance in one of {he zones it will
Mawe sf+fects on all the others, You kill the irds in China and
won 't have any wheat., and the same i wvalid for society which is
an scosystem placed within other scosystems, You ochangs a looal
situation y making a law, & constitution and thise will haus to-
tally unforeseen effects in uvery far off places, We must stop

thinking topologically and must start thinking relationally. I'm
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saying this knowing that it is @asy to say but difficult to dav,

AUESTIOM:  “You spoke about a new imagination. Toss this new im-

agination not regquirse an education on a philosophical lewe i7"

V,oFLos YThere is  a necessity of a wery strong discipline but I
can‘t say it one can say philosophy is for the moment tised to  a
verbal code,But thsre is no doubd that the youth in Sao FPaulo is
more free and launching itself with more enthusdiasm into the  new
coades of the computer than the youth in EBurope and the US4, ax-
actly because it dows not hawe to carry the problems of the codes
of their ancestors, It may be that herse emerges a new man, Hers
and in comparable places, EBecauss we must abandon the historical
rEasoning, That tragedy is that whilst the developed coutriss
try desperatelly to get out of history to enter dinto  another
level of conscience  the underdeuvelopsd countries ars making a
tremendous sffort to enter history.

This, yws, i tragi-comic

Mok ok % %
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